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Steven Student

Laser University: Personal Statement

My interest in science dates back to my years in high school, where I excelled in physics,
chemistry, and math. When I was a senior, I took a first-year calculus course at a local college
(such an advanced-level class was not available in high school) and earned an A. It seemed only

logical that I pursue a career in electrical engineering.

When I began my undergraduate career, I had the opportunity to be exposed to the full
range of engineering courses, all of which tended to reinforce and solidify my intense interest in
engineering. I've also had the opportunity to study a number of subjects in the humanities and
they have been both enjoyable and enlightening, providing me with a new and different

perspective on the world in which we live.

In the realm of engineering, I have developed a special interest in the field of laser
technology and have even been taking a graduate course in quantum electronics. Among the 25
or so students in the course, I am the sole undergraduate. Another particular interest of mine is
electromagnetics, and last summer, when I was a technical assistant at a world-famous local lab,
I learned about its many practical applications, especially in relation to microstrip and antenna
design. Management at this lab was sufficiently impressed with my work to ask that I return
when I graduate. Of course, my plans following completion of my current studies are to move
directly into graduate work toward my master's in science. After I earn my master's degree, |

intend to start work on my Ph.D. in electrical engineering. Later I would like to work in the area



of research and development for private industry. It is in R & D that I believe I can make the

greatest contribution, utilizing my theoretical background and creativity as a scientist.

I am highly aware of the superb reputation of your school, and my conversations with
several of your alumni have served to deepen my interest in attending. I know that, in addition to
your excellent faculty, your computer facilities are among the best in the state. I hope you will

give me the privilege of continuing my studies at your fine institution.

Having majored in literary studies (world literature) as an undergraduate, I would now

like to concentrate on English and American literature.

I am especially interested in nineteenth-century literature, women's literature, Anglo-
Saxon poetry, and folklore and folk literature. My personal literary projects have involved some
combination of these subjects. For the oral section of my comprehensive exams, I specialized in
nineteenth century novels by and about women. The relationship between "high" and folk
literature became the subject for my honors essay, which examined Toni Morrison's use of
classical, biblical, African, and Afro-American folk tradition in her novel. I plan to work further
on this essay, treating Morrison's other novels and perhaps preparing a paper suitable for

publication.

In my studies toward a doctoral degree, I hope to examine more closely the relationship
between high and folk literature. My junior year and private studies of Anglo-Saxon language
and literature have caused me to consider the question of where the divisions between folklore,
folk literature, and high literature lie. Should I attend your school, I would like to resume my

studies of Anglo-Saxon poetry, with special attention to its folk elements.



Writing poetry also figures prominently in my academic and professional goals. I have
just begun submitting to the smaller journals with some success and am gradually building a
working manuscript for a collection. The dominant theme of this collection relies on poems that
draw from classical, biblical, and folk traditions, as well as everyday experience, in order to
celebrate the process of giving and taking life, whether literal or figurative. My poetry draws
from and influences my academic studies. Much of what I read and study finds a place in my
creative work as subject. At the same time, I study the art of literature by taking part in the

creative process, experimenting with the tools used by other authors in the past.

In terms of a career, I see myself teaching literature, writing criticism, and going into
editing or publishing poetry. Doctoral studies would be valuable to me in several ways. First,
your teaching assistant ship program would provide me with the practical teaching experience |
am eager to acquire. Further, earning a Ph.D. in English and American literature would advance
my other two career goals by adding to my skills, both critical and creative, in working with
language. Ultimately, however, 1 see the Ph.D. as an end in itself, as well as a professional
stepping stone; I enjoy studying literature for its own sake and would like to continue my studies

on the level demanded by the Ph.D. program.
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Christie Co-Ed

Meeting the Challenge: or, Why You Should Stop Worrying and Accept Me

| peered over my toes at the water streaming fifty feet down to the muddy pool below
me and felt a queer beat in my stomach. For half an hour | had hiked a steep incline up to the
cliff in flip-flops. Clinging tenaciously to the footpads, | skipped across small creeks, pulled
myself up with the aid of jutting rocks and tree roots, and swung across gaps in the path on
branches. But as | stood on the cliff, barefoot now, | forgot my strenuous climb and
remembered that every step was taken for one reason - to jump. So | stilled the fear bouncing

in my stomach, counted to three, hurled my body into the air, and fell.

| have been climbing uphill in flip-flops all my life. While | am aware that everybody
climbs hills and faces obstacles in their lives, | also believe that the success of those battles may
well be based on the foundation upon which one walks - how firm and supportive it is. As | look
back, | realize that the challenges | have faced have enabled me to find a strong footing within a

situation that was not altogether stable.

As a ten year old | grappled with panic attacks and even ulcers, a physical manifestation
of the fear, guilt, and anxiety | felt primarily as a result of my father, an alcoholic, manic
depressive, and sexually abusive man. Though | do have a few positive childhood memories of
our motorcycle rides and camping trips, they are unfortunately surrounded and superseded by
the majority of my experiences with him. Before | attended therapy and biofeedback sessions in
fifth grade, the best way | knew to cope with my intense and disturbing feelings was to imagine

them away. Every night before falling asleep | would fold my body tightly together and



construct a world in which my father did not exist. He disappeared in a variety of ways - a
chance fire, a freak accident, an unexplainable vanishing. In his place would appear a new
gentle and supportive father. With these images | wooed myself to sleep every night, but the
following morning | would again awake to the reality of my life. Eventually my coping

mechanism became insufficient, and | began seeing a counselor.

Quickly this woman taught me to transform my paralyzing fears into a determined drive
for success. With this skill learned, my life and my feelings about it improved immeasurably. My
relationship with my father changed dramatically resulting from both a change in his behaviors
and a change in my responses. Now, my drive for success is no longer fueled by a need to
transform my life into something more positive, but rather a desire to continue its trajectory. |
am the first person in my immediate family to attend and graduate from college, which | was
able to do with the assistance of various academic scholarships. Due to my 64 hour/week job
working with developmentally disabled individuals, | have been financially independent from
my mother since my first step onto campus. In addition | have been able to financially assist my
younger sister who now attends college. Most importantly, | have developed into a woman | am
proud of -thoughtful, determined, compassionate, and forgiving, even of my father. | know now
that though he has left an indelibly negative imprint on my life, he has also prompted a positive

one.

After so many struggles, I'm now emotionally and mentally ready for new hills to climb
and new pools to jump into, one of which | hope will be law school. | believe that with my now

developed determination | will be able to successfully complete law school and with my



heightened sense of compassion | will be able to assist those who, like me, perhaps began life
with a shoddy foundation. As for me, my footwear is finally more supportive and sturdy. |'ve

transformed my flip-flops into hiking boots.



Laser University

STUDENT HOUSING APPLICATION

Student ID: 254841

Last Name: Pupil First Name: Paula

Dorm - First Choice
Select only one of the following options

O Avante Apartments @ Rio Rentals O Quick Fields Condos O Plus Place

Dorm — Second Choice
Select only one of the following options

O Avante Apartments O Rio Rentals ® Quick Fields Condos O Plus Place

Room
Select only one of the following options

® Single Room O Two Room Suite O Three Room Suite O Four Room Suite
Cleanliness:
@ Daily O Weekly O Monthly O Rarely

Bedtime: 11:00 PM

Personal Information:

I’'m easy-going and get along well with others. | don’t drink or smoke, and try to keep things as tidy

as possible. In the past, roommates have taken issue with my interest in extreme Norwegian death

metal, but as long as my next roommate isn’t a total baby, that shouldn’t be a problem. Also, | have 7

cats, two fish, ten mice, and a snake that | refuse to putin a cage. Sorry, but if you're not down with

animal rights, then I'm not down with you.

Special Needs:

None for me, per se, but past roommates have complained that they need industrial strength ear

plugs to get through the night, due to my intense snoring. Well, guess what, it’s a medical condition

and | don’t much appreciate all the fuss. | suppose | also need a lot of wall space for my katana

collection. Also, | have a strained relationship with my mother and sometimes | break other people’s

property if she calls, or if | think about her, or if I'm in a bad mood, or if I'm in a good mood.




